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Center Aims to Register Minorities
^o Increase Voter Participation
'By Sonia D.T. Rodriguez
The Center for Participation in
democracy is hoping to register 42,000
minorities, youths and low income
people to vote in the November elec
tions statewide.
'There are 6.5 million eligible un
registered voters in California. We
hope to register 1 million by October,"
said Bettina Duran, project coordinator
for the center located at Casa Ramona in
San Bernardino.
The Center for Participation in
Democracy is headquartered in Los
Angeles with 18 projects throughout the
state.
Nationally the tum-out of eligible
voters in presidential elections has de
clined from a high of 85% in 1876 to a
low of 53% in 1984. Similarly, the tumout of eligible voters in statewide elect^s in California is on the decline —
% of the eligible voters voted in the
1986 general elections — the lowest
percentage tum-out since 1930, accord
ing to stastics from the center.
Duran noted that out of the 2.1 mil
lion Hispanics eligible to vote, 1.5 mil

lion are not even registered to vote.
"They need to be educated. When
we try and register them, they say their
vote won't make a difference — but it
will."
Duran and her staff, made up mostly
of volunteers, try and reach minorities,
youth and low income people at a
number of places in the area.
"Our volunteers are the most impor
tant people we have working for us —
without them, we couldn't get our job
done," said Duran. The center locates
people at high traffic areas where their
target people frequent. Duran is always
looking for more volunteers to register
people to vote.
The center hoped to have registered
315,000 by May 11; however, to date
50,000 have been registered statewide.
Vera Lopez Scholarship recipients Daniel Christian Muro and Laura Pa
"I think we just started a little late.
tricia Gomez at dinner held June 4. Muro from San Bernardino High
The center opened on April 22 here in
San Bernardino, too close to the prima School will be attending PitZS'College. "Uorfiez who will be graduating
from Cajon High School will be attending Cal State San Bernardino.
ries."
So far the center has registered 2,000 Other recipients included Armond Lawson, Jackie Carlson, Fred Lopez,

Center, cont. on p.9

Jorge Lopez, Celeste Monroe, Thryron Owings, Christina Dewey and
Vicky Shotsky.
Photograph By Bob Ramirez

Willie Velasquez Has Plans For the Future iPersonai Profile
By Darryl Figueroa

Rosa Hospital in San Antonio on May
15 after his wife, Jane, had insisted his
increasing fatigue demanded a
checkup.
For those unfamiliar with his work,
Velasquez is the dynamo responsible
for increasing voter registration of
Hispanies by 25 percent around the
country and for the resulting increase in
the number of Latino elected officials.
Raul Yzaguirre, president of the Na
tional Council of La Raza, a Hispanic
service organization, assesses his im
pact: "The number of Hispanic elected
officials has doubled over the last 10
years. A good part of the credit for that
must go to Willie."
After a few intermptions from
nurses, Velasquez reminds me why
Hispanics have remained for so long

outside the political process. "Not vot
ing was not apathy. It was a political
statement," he affirms. "When the
system is fixed to work as designed,
when Mexicans know they truly have a
chance to elect their own representa
tives, they register to vote in greater
numbers than '\nglos."
As President of SVREP since its
inception in 1974, Velasquez has led
more than 1,000 voter registration
campaigns in 200 cities throughout the
region. His inspiration and formula led
to the establishment of the increasingly
active Midwest/Northeast Voter Regis
tration Education Project.
He and his organization have prod
ded more than a million Hispanics into
exercising a voice frozen silent from
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When you speak to William Ve,)asquez by telephone, you receive no
clue that the man is in a hospital bed,
begiiming a battle against kidney can
cer, an uncommon disease that had
spread to several parts of his body be
fore he even knew he was sick.
Willie, who tumed 44 on May 9,
shares his plans for the future and talks
of the ongoing work of his creation, the
Southwest Voter Registration EducaProject, with the same enthusiasm
ias always shown.
I remind myself that he is at the M. D.
Anderson Hospital in Houston with an
IV unit pumping four bottles of vitamins
and medicine into his arm. Velasquez
was originally admitted to the Santa
' "
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R.V. "Chico" Resales
San Bernardino County
Sheriffs Detective
Photograph By Tom Ballesterns
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Hispanic Voter Apathy—What*s The Cure?
By Graciano Gomez
Publisher
The June 7 primary election results
made political history. Some election
results being predictable and others,
predicted to go either way.
The most publicized prediction that
came true was the low voter tumout —
statewide. San Bemardino County
voter tumout was 43.5 percent. This is
the second lowest primary election
tumout since the late fifties. Another
voter prediction is the historical low
Hispanic voter tumout. Voter statistical
analysis have not been published as yet,
however, this writer's discussion with
numerous individuals within our com
munity indicated the lack of interest to
participate in the election process,
(some individuals stating that certain
elections had become 'vulgar').
There has been an increase in the
participation by Hispanics in the politi
cal process within the last twenty years.

Hispanic Link

Hispanics have been elected to local
offices, including school districts,
councilmanic post and State offices.
This is good news. However, we arc
barely scratching the surface.
Our black brothers and sisters have
been increasingly active in every facet
of the political process. Nationwide,
the black population has registered and
has exercised their vote,in every politi
cal level. They are heard when griev
ances are raised. The biggest impact
has been the recent primary election.
Jesse Jackson, as a presidential candi
date, received millions of votes on his
behalf. The majority of these votes
were from the black population. AS A
RESULT, JESSE JACKSON HAS A
DIRECT IMPACT ON THE NA
TIONAL DEMOCRATIC PLAT
FORM. AND RIGHTLY SO.
The general election in November
wiU have a significant impact on all of
us, in terms of electing Democratic
candidates who will have a vote in the

apportionment of our political bounda
ries in 1990, increasing Assembly and
Congressional districts which would
give the Hispanic voters an opportunity
to elect Hispanic candidates to these
offices. This is only one of many rea
sons why Hispanics should register and
vote.
We desparately need persons to
commit their time and effort to volun
teer in politieal education, voter regis
tration, involvement in every level of
political activities, and most impor
tantly, to get Hispanics to vote.
Currently, there are two organiza

Nine Pennies For A Boy's Thoughts

tions that are planning to become in
volved in voter registration and devel
oping a political data base. The Center
for Democratic Participation and Impact-88 Mobilizing for Presidential
Elections and Beyond are organizing
voter programs for registration and
education. They are seeking volunteers
to participate in this worthwhile project.
This is a commendable effort which
should be supported the total Hispanic
community.
THERE IS NO JUSTIFIABLE
REASON WHY EVERY ELIGIBLE
HISPANIC SHOULD NOT BE REG
ISTERED.

Correction Policy
By Rafael C. Castillo
San Antonio, Texas — My niece had
rented the video cassette "Giant," star
ring Rock Hudson and Elizabeth Tay
lor. We sat around the living room and
watched it. A poignant scene where
Juana, the wife of the ostracized son
(played by Dennis Hopper), was re
fused service at a beauty shop because
she was Mexican drew my niece's curi
osity.
She was surprised that Hispanics
were so blatantly discriminated against
during the '50s. Now entering a period
of introspection, she is asking more
questions about her cultural roots. She
wants to become a civil rights lawyer.
While over the years racism has
become more sophisticated, layered
with the thick cometic facade of the
ethnic joke, my father still remembers a
time when people told you flatly,
"Sorry, bud. No Mexicans allowed," or
"We don't serve your kind." In those
days, one led a life of quiet desperation.
I told my niece about the summer I
was 10 years old and my father took me
with him to West Texas. He was a truck
driver who delivered textile paint along
the Texas Panhandle.
It was my first trip away from home,
away from the familiar landscape of
brown faces, away from the labyrint
hine barrios and dirt streets with the aUtoo-familiar neon signs blinking "Tacos
de Res" and "Huevos Rancheros,"
away from the rhythmic Spanish ca
dence of conversation.
The ride was one immense, bumpy
journey that mixed long stretches of
barrenness with a few trailer homes

peeking through hackberries and wil
low trees. We ventured far to taste dust
and smell the cow patties.
We stopped at a Conoco filling sta
tion that had a hardware store and cafe.
An old man was sitting outside, smok
ing a pipe. Rising from his rocking
chair, he asked my father how much gas
he wanted. "Filler up," my father said,
imitating the drawl of the region.
When my father disappeared inside
the hardware store, I hopped from the
Ford pickup, opened the squeaky door
ofthe cafe and peeked inside. A chubby
lady wearing a white uniform smiled at
me. "Come in, honey, lest you let them
flies in," she said.
I shut the screen door and, spotting
the candy jar sitting on the counter,
buried my hand inside my pocket. I had
9 cents. I extended my pudgy hand and
asked, in my best English, for 9 cents
worth of candies.
The others inside the cafe were ig
noring me, it seemed, which is what
normal people do to 10-year-olds. All
except a towering, stubble-faced man
wearing an apron and a paper cap. He
scowled and said loudly,"Sorry, kid, all
sold out."
"Give'm a break!" the waitress said.
"Just shut up! Pretty soon you'll
have aU them pepperbellies comin' in
here buying candies."
I stood there trembling, my jaws
apart and my stomach chuming. In my
most polite manner, I thanked them and
left.
As I was walking from the cafe, my
father stepped out of the hardware store.

"Didn't I tell you to stay in truck?" he
said.
"I was just going to buy some can
dies."
"Get in, son."
I'd stare at my father's countenance:
his dark hair, his sad, humble features,
thatlarge forehead of his. We drove for
miles without a word. He lit a cigarette.
I was lost to a reverie of counting tele
phone poles when he abruptly asked,
"Well, did you buy any candies?" The
tone of his question made me accept that
a dialectic process was about to begin.
"No, sir."
"Why not?"
"Because the man said he didn't
have any more."
"And did he?"
"Yes, he did."
"Why do you suppose he refused to
sell you any?"
"I guess because of my color?"

" . . . Pretty soon you'll have
all them pepperbellies
comin' in here buying candies."
"Do you think that's right?"
"No."
"And do you hate him, and think all
people are the same as he is?"
"No, sir."
"Why?"
"Because the man was ignorant," I
said. It was my father's way of teaching
me, a kind of Socratic dialogue, to make
me confront a problem and understand

Pennies, cent, on p.5

The Inland Empire His
panic News will publish
any corrections regarding
factual errors or misleading
information.
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By Sonia D.T. Rodriguez
Ramiro "Chico" Resales was bom
43 years ago in the small south Texas
town of Donna in the Rio Grande Val
ley. A year after graduating from high
school, with Vietnam going strong, he
decided "it was time to go" into the
service.
It was in the service that he was
given the nickname "Chico" by an
Army buddy. "I reminded my friend of
a mv he knew by the name of Francisco,
was nicknamed 'Chico'," said
Rosales.
Rosales volunteered because he
wanted to help his country by fighting in
Vietnam, ironically, he never set foot on
Vietnam. Instead, he mostly served in
the Middle East. Rosales served three
years in the Army's Special Forces,
commonly known as the Green Berets.

He was discharged on May 29, 1968.
He remembers driving to California
and hearing about the assassination of
Robert Keimedy on the radio.
"I came to Califomia because I
wanted to be a Los Angeles cop."
However, after his first trip into Los
Angeles he realized he would not be
happy working there. "There were so
many cars, and people and freeways —
and this was on a Saturday," he remem
bered. "I was ready to go back home
that same day, but a cousin in Pomona
convinced me to stick it out."
Rosales almost immediately was
hired by the Chino Men's Institute or as
he refers to it as "The Joint". He worked
for "The Joint" for two years. In 1970
he was called by the San Bernardino
County Sheriff's Department. Rosales
went through the academy and on Feb

ruary 27, 1971 he started working for
the Sheriffs Department as a Glen
Helen Deputy Sheriff.
Through the years Rosales has
worked as a patrolman, as a narcotics
agent, and a detective. "Woiicing in
narcotics taught me a lot about people."
Rosales traveled all over the state from
San Diego to Northern Califomia fol
lowing drug deals.
Rosales is presently a detective for
the Labor Detail where he works with
industrial labor. "I deal with the unions
and help protect federal civil rights that
are notoriously violated by law enforce
ment personnel." Rosales serves as a
labor liaison.
On occasion, Rosales serves as a
media contact person for the Sheriff's
Department. He handled the media
relations for the fatal shooting in Rancho Cucamonga of a young man, with
the laser gun. Since that incident made
intemational news, Rosales was seen
around the world as the spokesperson
for the county's law enforcement
agency.
Rosales recommends anyone in a
career in law enforcement, join the San
Bemardino County Sheriff's Depart
ment because "true deep-seated politics
have not yet caught up with it".
"If you want to go into law enforce
ment, go into it for the people, because
there is no money in it. You have to
want to work with people."
After serving 17 years with the
Sheriff's Department, Rosales loves his
job, especially working with people.
Rosales and his wife "Glendy" have
three children, Monica 20, Martin 18
and Victor 14.

American Legion State Commander to Speak At Veterans Award Banquet
Mike Canales, State Commander for
the American Legion, will be the key
note speaker of the fifth annual awards
dinner to recognize the achievements of
Igcal veterans and their families at the
Inland Empire Veterans Recognition
Committee banquet on Saturday, June
18, at the American Legion Post #155 in
Colton at 6:30 p.m., Aurelio W. DeLaTorre, Dinner Chair of the Inland
Empire Veterans Recognition Committe^nnnounced recently.
^pe event is open to the public. The
organization will present its Veteran of
the Year and Veteran Service Organiza
tion of the Year citations and will award
college scholarships to two local high
school graduates, who are descendants
of veterans.
More than 250 people are expected
to attend the annual awards dinner,
which is sponsored by Budweiser beer
and Anheuser-Busch's Wholesale
Operation Division.
Award recipients for this year's
Veteran of the Year Award are:
* H.R. "Zack" Earp, a U.S.
Marine Corps, veteran, who served in

Vietnam and was awarded the Purple
Heart medal. Earp is past president and
life member of the Vietnam Veterans
of America Chapter 47.
* Dennis L. Stout, a U.S.
Army veteran and Mayor of Rancho
Cucamonga. Stout is a charter member
of the Rancho Grande Kiwanis Qub.
* Alice White a U.S. Army
veteran and member of American Lerion Post 106. White has worked over

3,000 hours as a volunteer at the Pettis
V.A. Medical Center.
* The Veteran Service Organi
zation of the Year award will be pre
sented to the Department of Califomia
American Legion.
Tickets are $25 per person. Addi
tional information may be obtained by
contacting Aurelio W. DeLaTorre at
(714) 387-5987.

Grave Markers
Serving all cemetaries

Made by us in Bronze or Granite
Lowest prices,Finest quality, and Fastest service

MONUMENTAL
BRONZE & GRANITE
. MANNY ARRIETA, Owner
Hablamos Espanol
- ^ - 101 W. Benedict, #10
\* San Bemarditto, CA 92408
•
"(714)889-7421
Located from Mill St. south on Arrowhead, East on Benedict

Community
Calendar
•June 18,1988
^Saturday
•Raincross Square, Riverside
•Convention Center
•Riverside, CA
•$10.00 per person
'sixteenth Annual Chicano/Latino
•Graduation Dinner and Dance
•4:00-5:00 p.m.—^No host cocktails
*5:00-7:00 p.m. —Dinner
•7:00-8:00 p.m. —^Program/Awards
18:00-1:00 p.m.—^Dance
•Keynote Speaker: Ms. Olga Lara
•Consultant.
'Joint Committe for the Review of the
•Master Plan for Review of the Mas
•ter Plan for higher Education
JRSVP to (714) 787-3821 or 3822

•by June 10*
^Tickets will not be sold at the door
•June 18,1988

JSaturday-6:30 p.m.
•American Legion Post #155
JColton, CA
•Fifth Annual Awards Dinner
•Inland Empire Veterans Recognition
JCommitte Banquet.

•Public is invited.
Jjune 18,1988
•California State IMversitjC' '""
•San Bemardino
^5:30 p.m.
•Commencement to be held on the
Jlawn between Pfau Library and the
•University Gymnasium
•Nearly 1,000 students wiU take part
•in commencement excerises. The
•graduating class is the largest in the
l23-year history of Cal State.
•^;{e :fc

%% %:)e :|c3|c sic 3{e 4c9{e :1c:ic 4c

•June 26,1988
JSimday-7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
•Annual Menudo Cobkoff
•The Lienzo
J12102 So.Riverside Ave.
•Riverside
•The San Bemardino Gents Organi•zations and the Asociacion Charms
•De Riverside once again
Jjoin together to bring the Annual
•Menudo cookoff contest to the San
•Bemardino/Riverside area.
jThe event is sponsored by Inland
•Beverage Company,Colton.
•The program includes entertain•ment, Mariachi, food, refreshments,
•dancing, Charreada, boxing, and
Jmuch more.
•Judging for the Menudo Cookoff
•contest is scheduled 11 :00 a.m.
•through 1:00 p.m.
•Everyone is invited.

•Donation is $3 per adult and
•children under 48 inches tall•FREE.
*For more information call 793•1206

Juventud/Youth
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Bumper Kindergarten Class Expected For Fall
There are a lot of 5-year-olds out
there—nearly 4,000 of them by school
district estimates—who will begin their
formal education in the San Bemardino
City Unified School District in Septem
ber. But exactly where do they live?
While a bumper kindergarten crop is
forecast in the city schools next fall, the
1988-89 kindergarten registration is
something of a crop failure. Only 750
students have signed up for next year's
kindergarten classes and that's almost
3,000 fewer than are expected.
"While we have been able to accu
rately predict our overall numbers of
students each year, mobility within the
district and other complicating factors
sometimes makes it difficult to judge

how the number will be distributed
among our schools." E. Neal Roberts,
District Superintendent said. "That's
where preregistration of kindergartners
can help us. The preregistration will
indicate where we need to open a new
class and where we may have more
classes than we need. The better we can
plan now, the fewer teacher transfers
and student class reorganizations we
will need next year."
School officials point out that early
registration now may save parents time
and aggravation next fall when there
maybe lines of late-registering parents.
In some cases, kindergarten classes
may be filled at the student's regular

PEDROZA FAMILY DAY CARE
"All Your Day Care Needs
Under One Roof"
•Arts & Crafts • Music & Stories
Breakfast, Lunch and Snacks
Ages Two, Three and Four
• Full Time Only • $55 Weekly

Call Lorraine (714) 824-3230
1312 Redlands Ave, Colipn
Hours: 7 am^
5:30 pm

FHA/VA Homeowners
Reduce Your Monthly Payments
Call Our Loan Experts
Make Your House Payments Affordable
Pre -Qualifying of ew Home Buyers Available
Se Habla Espanol
Greater Surburban Mortgage Group, Inc T®J
1090 E. Washington Suite D
.
Cotton, CA (714) 370-4140

school and the kindergartner may be
assigned to the nearest school with a
kindergarten opening.
Lack of preregistration is com
pounded by the existence of year round
schools and magnet schools. The dis
trict provides an academic kindergarten
for mature five-year-olds who possess
the ability to move rapidly into a pro
gram of academic performance geared
to a faster pace than regular kindergar
ten. There is ^so a full-day kindergar
ten, again for mature youngsters who
can handle a six and a half hour school
day rather than a three hour day. Like
the overall preregistration, registration
for these two programs is down. Per
sons interested in more information
about this program may call Cindy
Yelm at 862-7111.
Year round schools continue to be a
problem in terms of kindergarten regis
tration. People moving into a neighbor
hood in late spring or early summer
assume that there is no need to worry
about kindergarten registration until
September. Actually, for students at
Lincoln, 255 West 13th St.; Lytle
Creek, 275 South K St.; Emmerton,
1888 Arden in Highland; Riley, 1266
North G. St; and North Park, 5378
hfcrth H., Street; the school year begins
on July 5.
Parents may register their kinder
gartner at the school serving their home
neighborhood. Parents should have a
copy of the child's birth certificate and
their immunization record when the
child is enrolled. School offices are
open Monday through Friday from 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. While June 16 is the
last day of school, the school offices
will be open for two weeks after that
date

Lista De Actividades Para Los Gri
uantes de San Bernardino High
School
MiercoIes-15 de Junio, 1988
Dia Minimo
Examenes:

»•

Perfodio2 7:45—9:45
Bocado
9:45—10:00
Periodo 5 10:00 —12:00
Lonche
12:00—12:25
12:00 p.m. Practica de Graduacion
Reporte al Auditorium. No de usar
togas V bonetes
6:30 p.m.San Bernardino CommunitySchoIarshipHonors
Banquet para alumnos escolares solo
nor invitacidn.
La ocacion pide traje de etiqueta y estara en el Empire Room en el Orange
Show

Jueves-16 de Junio, 1988
Dia Minimo
Examenes:
Periodo 3
Bocado
Periodo 6
Lonche

7:45—9:45
9:45—10:00
10:00—12:00
12:00—12:25

5:00 p.m.
Prinicipio
Alumnos reporten al Quad en togas y
bonetes y recojan sus taijetas con su
nombre. Estaran puestas en alfatxStico.
No las pierda. Estese en el Quad hasta
que el profesodaro los linea.

Viernes-17 de Junio, 1988
^.
Papeletas de acreditacion y diplo
mas.
Obtengan papeletas dq«
acreditacidn del Student Body Book

keeper.

CONGRATULATIONS GRADS

Diplomas poden ser recogidas
de 7:30 a.m. a 11:30 a.m. el 17 de
Junio y la semana siguiente poden ser
levantadas en la oficina durante horas
regulares de 7:00 a.m. a 4:30 p.m.
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By Sonia D.T. Rodriguez
Turning in his tie for a pair of over
alls, Ray Silva, owner of Midtown Auto
Body, stopped scUing cars last year and
went into business for himself.
"I had been restoring cars and trucks
fnly as a hobby at my home," said Silva.
He started receiving inquiries from
people who would see his classic cars in
his driveway. The large amount of
potential prompted him to open Midtown Auto Body located at 416 East
Rialto Avenue in San Bernardino.
"I do complete restoration of "old
iron" (older model cars that are consid
ered useless). If you don't enjoy this
type of work, you will not last long
doing it because it takes a lot of hard
work. At most body shops, you simply
replace the damaged body parts—with
older cars you have to repair the body
with a torch, doUy and hammer because
these are hard to find parts.
An automobile will be brought into
Midtown Auto Body, sometimes with
the assistance of a tow truck and receive
a complete makeover including engine
work, new upholstery, and body work.
The same automobile will leave look
ing brand new.

He receives a number of customers
through referrals. "I'm doing a truck for
a guy from Huntington Beach right now.
I'm also expecting a truck from San
Diego very soon." Silva specializes in
1947 to 1957 Chevrolet trucks.
Silva also does body work on new cars
except he will not take insurance work. "I
have my customers pay me and they
settle with their insurance." Silva noted
that it was taking him too long to clear
insurance checks.
Learning body work in high school,
Silva always dreamed of owning a '53
Chevrolet pickup and restoring it. Silva
continues to relive his dream.

Before and after pic
tures of a 1966 Ford
Mustang which has
been renovated at Midtown Auto Body.
.->si
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Owner Ray Silva works on his '53 flatbed outside of shop.
Photograph by Tom Ballesteros

- Pennies, Cont. From p. 2
its dynamics.
"There are some things in human
nature that cannot be understood," he
said. "One of those things is judging a
man by the color of his skin."
He paused a long while before addRg, "Welcome to the real world."

I
I
I

MID-TOWN AUTO BODY

• Low Riders
• 64'- 66' Mustangs
• 67'-69' Camaros

47' to 53'
Chevy Trucks

SPECIALIZING IN CLASSIC
CARRESTORATION
416 E. Rialto Avenue
San Bernardino, CA 92408 (714) 884-0200
East from Waterman on Rialto
FREE ESTIMATES • "Se Habla Espanol"

•15% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

That was my introduction to Ameri
can racism. As I talked to my niece, I
wondered how her generation will be
able to handle it in its modem form.
(Rafael C. Castillo, a fiction writer, is
San Antonio correspondent for the Paris
literary journal Frank.)
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FEEL PEPPIER WITH LINDY'S TACO SAUCE, NOW
ENRICHED WITH VITAMIN "C"
Sold at Stater Bros.

Congratulations
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Lorraine

On Your Graduation From
California State University,
San Bernardino
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San Juan Day Still Celebrated
After 200 Years By Puerto Ricans
In Puerto Rico, San Juan Day is The "Guanahives" and the "Tainos"
celebrated annually all over the island were less fearless. The Caribes and the
June 24. There are other San Juan Day Guanahives occupied two thirds of the
celebrations in various parts of the island and the Tainos and Boriguen the
world, including South and Central other part.
The Spaniards didn't know that the
America, and Mexico. The following is
Boriquen
they had met ashore were
a historical account of how the San Juan
preparing for a great festival. During
Day celebration first began.
On Columbus* second voyage he this festival all Indians were at peace.
discovered Puerto Rico. He named the The Spaniards didn't know what they
island San Juan Bautista. It is ironic that were celebrating. Nevertheless, the
the San Juan festival didn't have any Spaniards went among them without
thing to do with Columbus naming the much fear, as they saw that the Indians
were very friendly. The Spaniards
island "San Juan Bautista".
Upon discovering the island, Co began to use sign language in asking the
lumbus needed water. He headed Indians for water, so the Spaniards
southward hugging the island coast. He brought up their fist, making like a cup
came upon a bay and went in. He towards their mouth, the Indians
anchored the ship there, and sent his thought that they were asking for fire
crew to shore to bring back water at any water. They brought a clay jar full of a
white substance that looked like water,
cost.
They had spotted some Indians at the and gave it to the Spaniards. The Span
beach. Both the Spaniards and the iards put some of that white stuff in their
Indians were curious. The Indians had hands to taste it. They took a sip and
never seen these types of boats—The. „ spitted it out fast, choking. It burned,
Spaniards edged to the shore with their and they smelled it. They talked among
weapons ready, in case the Indians themselves. This liquid wasn't like
would start trouble. They saw that the their own liquor. But it was some kind
Indians were busy preparing a shallow of alcohol. They knew it was a distilled
pit, and the Indian women were prepar liquor. The Indians said in their own
ing some food. Since the Indians didn't language that it was "Firewater". One
bother them, they began to drag the of the Spaniards said it was like "piboats into the sand, while the Indians torro". The Indians that heard it, re
scrutinized them closely. They were peated it and others follow with "Pitorro,Pitorro". So now the Indians were
very friendly to the Spaniards.
The Indians in these parts were the calling their fire water "Pitorro". It
"Boriquen" Indians. They were the stuck to them tiU this day.
The Spaniards had to go near the
most docile of the four tribes of the
island. The others were the "Caribes" water, and at the beach they did the
who were the most savage and fearless.

Manuel

CALLEROS BAILBONDS
^«.f.ED04f

All Jails
24
HOURS
NOTARY

Credit Available
Checks Accepted

Serving San Bernardino and Riverside Counties

Office in Colton

(714) 824-5759

same sigh. Then the Indians made a
gesture and stretched their arms to
wards the forest. The Spaniards showed
them their buckets they had brought
with them for the water, and also a few
fo the big jars. The Indians called for
them to follow, and headed for the for
est. The Spaniards followed and pre
pared themselves for trouble. Some of
the Indians yelled in their own dialect to
others to stay and prepare the food. The
Spaniards followed them all the way to
the river. There they found a spot with
clear water. They drank, and the Indi
ans also drank. Then they filled their
buckets and jars.
That river went down all the way to
the ocean. The water was fresher and
cleaner up there. The Indians helped
them to fill the jars and the buckets fast
because they wanted to get back to their
festival. The Indians carried the water
to the boats. The Spaniards went back
to the ship full of water and with a few
jars of the Pitorro that the Indians gave
them.
The Indians also gave the Spaniards
some of the food that they were cook
ing. This consisted of some root vege
tables.
The Spaniards gave Columbus all
the details as how they acquired the
water, and where they went. Also they
told him of the Pitorro. These details
were written into the ship's log. The
tide had gone out, and it was too late to
depart. They decided to wait until
morning.
During the night, the Indians built a
fire at the beach. The Spaniards
watched from the ship. The beach was
well illuminated, and the sea was like a
shining glass, the panoramic view with
the stars gleaming bright made it a
beautiful tropical night.
The next morning, the Spaniards

were ready to sail. The anchor wai(
lifted, and they began to sail out of the
harbor. The men from the ship began to
wave at the Indians and the Indians were
doing the same. Some of the Indians
began to bang on the bongos, and others
the sticks, and they scraped the gourds
making music to give the big ship a
good send off.
The Spaniards began to pass the jars
of Pitorro, and drank while saying good
by to the Indians. Ashore, the Indians
picked up the jars of Pitorro and also
began to wave them in the air to the
Spaniards.
These Indians were the Boriquen
Indians, and were very friendly. The
Indians watched the ship until it was out
of sight.
Still they celebrated their festival.
This was a festival that the Indians cele
brated after they had finished the har
vest.
A few years later when Juan Ponce
de Leon came to Puerto Rico as the fir*
Govemor of the Island. It was in 1508
and all the armada settled in Caparra.
The Caparra settlement was founded by
De Leon. When De Leon made his
exploration into the interior of the Is
land. Caparra was his main base of
operations.
By this time the Spaniards had inter
mixed with the Boriquen Indians who
were very friendly to them. The Bori
quen Indians served De Leon well.
They were used as guides. There were
many confrontations with the Caribe
Indians, but the Spanish weapons took
care of them. Also, many of the Tainos
and the Guanahives' were slayed by the
Spaniards.
Another festival came, and the Indi
ans from the interior of the Island made

San Juan, cent, on p. 7

Super Mercado y Carniceria
LOS COMPADRES
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Vendemos Giros-Cambiamos Cheques con su compra
NUESTRA ESPECIALIDAD
Game preparada para asar - Game cortada a su
gusto
Chicharrones*Requeson»FrutasTropicales*PanFresco
Y una gran variedad de productos congelados.
SOMOS LATINOS COMO UD. VISITENOS.
1184 W. 2nd St. San Bernardino (714) 381-3407

7
Wednesday, June 15,1988

Inland Empire Hispanic News

San Juan Day,
cont. from p. 6
their way to the nearest beach. They put
all their pots and pans and their food for
the picnic in a push cart. Then that push
cart was hauled by the Indians to the
beach. The food consisted of root vege
tables, such as;
green bananas, plantains, taro roots and
yaj^, and tropical fruits. They had all
of herbs to mix and marinate their
pig or goat to be barbecued by the
beach. They would slaughter the goat
or the pig, they would skin it and place
it^n the pole.
The Indians placed the banana
leaves on the sand, and then the pig or
goat was layed there to be marinated.
The Indians then built a shallow pit and
put rocks around it. Then they would
get some dry twigs or palm leaves to
start the fire. The Indian women would
fix the garlic, oregano, salt, and the
peppers. The salt had to be ground
along with the pepper, oregano leaves
and garlic.
This was done with a round rock
they had with a hole on top.They turned
the rock and another Indian would be
putting the herbs through the hole.
Those herbs fell to the side as the rock
kept going around. The mixture didn't
get mixed with the sand as they had put
banana leaves under the rocks. After all
tl^j^as done, the men would put a stick
in each comer and then place the pole
with the pig or goat on them.
The fire was lit the old fashion way.
They would grind the sticks near the
twigs and when they got hot the fire
went on. Each of the Indians took turns
roasting the roast At the same time they
would boil the vegetables or roast them.
This went on the whole day and into the
night.
The Indians would make music with
sticks and also would scrape the gourd
with three sticks together, and the bon§6s they had made of goat skins. They
sang their own tune while drinking the
"J'itorro". A drink that they had dis
tilled from the sugarcane or the com.
They had fmit drinks for the women and
the children.
Some of the Spaniards that were
married to the Boriquen Indians were
drunk from the Pitorro. Many of the
Spaniards had leamed the Indians diaM^they found out that the Indians
celebrated this festival long before the
Spaniards began to conquer the Island.
They also found out that the other
Indians from the other Islands came
over to celebrate "la fiesta de la safra",
as the Spaniards had named it. The
Spaniards had done this because they
saw that the picnic was celebrated after
the harvest. "Safra" meaning harvest.
The other Indians from the outer
Islands would bring with them food and
trinkets for gifts and trade. But as the
Spaniard became more dominant and
more bmtal, the Indians from the outer
Islands began to dwindle. The Indians

saw that the Spaniards were making
slaves of them by working them more
and more as the days went by. Those
that refused to work as the Spaniards
ordered were shot on the spot to show
the others what was waiting for them.
These killings placed more pressure on
the few Caribes that were left.
The Spaniards wanted more produc
tion, and because the Indians wouldn't
give them more, the Spaniards stopped
their harvest festival. Still the Indians
gathered their belongings, along with
the food, and headed for the beach. No
one was going to stop them celebrating
their annual picnic.
At the beach, the Spaniards went to
herd them back, and the Indians would
jump the Spaniards, and a free-for-all
took place. The Spaniards' guns against
the Indians' knives and machetes were
of no contest. But many Spaniards were
also slained. The captured Indians were
shipped into submission, and were sent
to the fields with their blood dripping.
Still some of the Indians went to the
beach all cut up. When the Spaniards
chased them, they went swimming way
out and some disappeared to come out
on the other side of the beach far away
from the Spaniards. Others were shot in
the water. Many of these slaughters
were reported to the authorities and
others were not.
From Spain via Hispanola, orders
came to give the Indians more freedom.
These orders came in 1512. The Span
iards were supposed to obey the Burgos
treaty of Hispanola. That treaty was
supposed to be for all Indians, of all the
islands that were occupied by Spain.
Many Spaniards that had become land
owners didn't pay any attention to that
treaty. They didn't have much help
either for harvesting their land because
they themselves were slaughtering the
Indians.
Most of the priests that came from
Spain spread throughout the Islands in
order to convert the Indians and educate
them to be more domesticated.
In 1519, the Spanish government
sent from Hispafiola an appointed
Judge, Don Antonio De La Gama, to
Puerto Rico. As soon as he settled, he
saw the inquisition that the Spaniards
land owners had with the Indians.
He dispatched a report to Spain via
Hispanola. The report was about the
treatment the Spaniards were imposing
on the Indians.
Then in 1521, Don Antonio De La
Gama received the answer to his report.
It was a program to carry out in Puerto
Rico, Hispanola and the other Islands
imder the Spanish rule. It was to give
the Indians total freedom. De La Gama
gave the documents to the Island Gov
ernor and the Governor carried out the
orders immediately.
During the same period in 1521,
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Ponce De Leon moved the Caparra
Armada to the nearest Island. This Islet
he named "San Juan " and the bay
became "San Juan Bay". The move was
done because the Caparra settlement
was insecure. From this islet that was
surrounded by water, everything was
visible, and better to defend the lives of
the island people.
As more Spaniards came to the Is
land, they would inform De Leon about
other goings in different parts of the
world. Such as saying that the British
were conquering other islands. At this
time, the British and Spanish were
going at each others' throat Ponce De
Leon then began to position his armada
around the Island and San Juan Bay for
the safety of his people.
Once in a while a few canoes with
the Caribe Indians would approach and
attack the Spaniards, but they were re

f Check our
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strained by the Spaniards' guns. Those
that didn't get killed would paddle out
of the bay.
In 1523, the Dominican Friars built
the Dominican convent, a monastery.
Then more Spanish priests kept arriving
on the Island from Hispanola, and other
Islands. They also started to educate the
Indians and to baptize them.
Now that the Indians had more free
dom, they celebrated the harvest festi
val with more enthusiasm. In San Juan,
the Spaniards began to have fire works
at the festival. More events were added
as time went by.
From 1525 on, there was a change.
At the time they had a very good har
vest.
The Spaniards businessmen
opened up more businesses. More

n Juan, cont. on back page
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Round Up The Usual Suspects
By Raoul Loweiy Contreras
On a recent evening, several dozen
San Diego County Deputy Sheriffs —
including SWAT teams, in camouflage
combat fatigues, armed with highpowered, semi-automatic rifles — sur
rounded, detained and questioned 85
brown-skinned, Spanish-speaking men
aged 16 through 50 regarding a rape in
suburban San Diego.
The 15-year-old victim reported that
two young men repeatedly raped her in
front of five witnesses. Her description
of the assailants was: young, Mexican,
Spanish-speaking, approximately 5feet-7 inches tall. Her descriptions of
the witnesses: the same, except two
were young women.
Mobilizing an army of deputies, the
Sheriffs Department rounded up 85
Mexican men in the rape's general lo
cale and, according to reliable wit
nesses, slammed many of them against
walls, handcuffed and laid them out on
the parking lot for hours while each of
them was questioned.
Almost all of the 85 were properly
documented, either U.S. citizens or
legal immigrants; those who were not
were turned over to the U.S. Border
Patrol.
While the 85 were being individu
ally questions under searchlights,
sheriff's spokesmen reported that only
those who met the description given by
the girl were detained for questioning.
They offered no explanation why men
up to 50 years old, or men 6 feet tall,
were held.
When this story hit the newspapers,
the American Civil Liberties Union and
Mexican American groups protested
the raid on the grounds its was racially
Denials from the
implemented.
Sheriff's Department were along the
lines of: the detention was really not a
detention, it was voluntary, force was
not used, the deputies were well-man
nered and everyone was treated with
respect.
Respect.
A number of questions arise from
this episode. First, the rights of the
victim. Without a doubt, she's entitled
not to be raped, and anyone convicted of
this crime should spend the rest of his
life in prison, without possibility of
parole. If, however, the constitutional

"Deploy around the special com
muter bus stop and interview every
blond, blue-eyed man and woman
dressed in a suit and carrying a brief
case.
While we're at it, I want
everyone's papers and documents
checked. If anyone can't produce pa
pers, the Border Patrol will arrest them.
"We are not notifying the press of
this exercise. Thus you may use any
methods necessary to find these vi
cious, criminal rapists and their friends.
Handcuff everyone and place them on
the ground to await their questioning.
Take your time. We have all night."
Imagine, if you will, the conse
quences of this scenario. How many
lawsuits? How many agents of the FBI
"We are not notifying the
and Department of Justice would
press of this exercise. Thus descend on San Diego? How many
federal grand juries would be impan
you may use any methods
eled?
necessary ..."
How long would the Mexican Ameri
can Deputy Police Chief keep his job?
Or, have we Spanish-speaking with
wonders if the raid was proper and what
brown skins been relegated to a consti
motivated it.
To analyze its consequences and tutional black hole epitomized by the
moiivations, allow me to propose an imperishable words spoken by Claude
719 N "D" Street
Rains in the waning moments of the
other scenario.
San Bernardino
In downtown San Diego, there's a classic movie "Casablanca" after one of
special bus stop for affluent suburban the bad guys, a Nazi, has been killed.
commuters. Most ofthem are upwardly His orders to police officers:
"Round up the usual suspects."
mobile Anglo college graduates, male,
well-dressed in three-piece suits, with (Raoul Lowery Contreras is a businessbrief cases, properly monogrammed, of
course. A rape occurs within a block of
the bus stop, at approximately 5 p.m.,
Wedding
Receptions
commuter time. The victim: a 15-yearBautismos
XV Anas
old Mexican girl.
What does the San Diego Police
Department do?
The Deputy Chief, a Mexican
PHOTOGRAPHER
American, orders SWAT teams and
dozens of his Latino officers to arm
VIDEOS
themselves with high-powered, semi
PARA TODA OCASION
automatic rifles, instructs them to dress
468 N. "H" ST. SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92410
in urban warfare camouflage uniforms,
and briefs them as follows:
TELEPHONE (714) 884-1787
"Gentlemen," he says, " a heinous
crime has been committed by two Utility Assistance Funds Available At Four
blond, blue-eyed men, dressed in threepiece suits and carrying briefcases. The United Way Agencies In The Inland Empire
victim reports," he continues, "that
Limited funds are now available to 1427 North LaCadena Drive, Colton
several other men and two women, also help residents with payment of gas bills (714) 370-0800
wearing suits and carrying brief cases, to Southern Gas Company at four local Days: Fridays Only
witnessed the rape and cheered the rap United Way agencies. The program is Hours: 10:a.m. through 12:(X) noo^^
ists on.
operated on a first-come, first-served
1:00 p.m. through 3:00 p.m.
basis. Applicants must contact the •Crest Forest Community Center
agencies listed below for assistance and 23597 Manzanita, Crestline
BOTANICA
information:
(714) 338-3304
LA PROVIDENCIA
•Salvation Army Extension Services
Days: Monday through Fridays
9232 Sierra Ave., Fontana
Aceites
•Oils
Hours: 10:00 a.m. through 3 p.m.
(714) 350-0729
Incienzos
• Incense
Elderly customer 60 years of age or
Days:
Monday
through
Friday
older, and the handicapped/disabled
Plantas
• Herbs
Hours: 10:00 a.m. through 3:00 p.m.
who receive State Supplemental In
•Candles
Velas
•Frazee
Community
Center
come
(SSI) automatically qualify for
Libros
• Books
1140 West Mill St., San Bemardino
assistance. Other applicants will be
- BAUTISMO & COMUNI'ON ROSARIOS,
(714) 889-4424
required to meet certain income eligi
LIBROS y VELAS
Days: Monday through Friday
bility requirements. Again, contact the
Hours: Tue - Wed 10-7, Sat 10-5
Hours:
9
a.m.
through
3:00
p.m.
agencies listed above for additional
415 W. Valley Blvd #8 • Colton, CA 92324
•Catholic Charities
information.
(714) 370-3925
rights of 85 brown-skinned, Spanishspeaking men are trampled in the proc
ess of the investigation, what have we
gained?
None of the 85 detainees was ar
rested for the crime. Information lead
ing to the suspects' arrest was not, re
peat, not developed by the detention.
Rather, it was voluntarily offered days
later by other Mexican Americans re
pulsed by the crime and eager to see the
perpetrators punished. They did what
all good citizens should do. They
stepped forward.
As to the Sheriffs Department, one
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Reduciendo Los Peligros Del Cancer
Depende de nosotros mismos reducir el riesgo de contraer cdncer. El
Instituto Nacional de Cancerologla
recomienda tomar algunar medidas de
prevencidn en las siguentes dreas: en la
limentacidn, el uso del tabaco y alcohol,
exposicidn a la irradiacidn y a productos quimicos industriales, el uso prolongado de algunos medicamcntos y contacto con ciertos virus.
El riesgo de contraer cancer en los
pulmones es 25 veces m^s entre los
furaadores ya que el numero de mueites
por cdncer de los pulmones sigue
Marielena Garcia
aumentando con un 30 por ciento de
Extension Information Specialist
estas muertes atribui'das al uso del
San Bernardino County
tabaco.
Las dietas ricas en grasa y de bajo
igricultural Cooperative Extension

Center, cont. from front page

contenido en fibra se asocian como un
gran riesgo para contraer cdncer del
colon, de la prdstata y de los senos. El
Instituto recomienda mantener un peso
adecuado y llevar una dieta variada,
doblando o triplicando la cantidad de
fibras que se encuentran en frutas y
vegetales, frijoles, cereales y panes de
trigo y al mismo tiempo evitar las grasas
y calorfas. Para lograrlo, en lugar de
cames grasosas hayy que usar polio,
pescado y cames magras (sin grasa), asi
como productos Mcteos descremados y
evitar mantequilla, manteca de cerdo y
margarinas que contengan aceites de
palma y coco, aderezos para ensaladas y
alimentos fritos.

voters in the San Bernardino county.
"We have registered people in Colton,
Rialto, San Bemardino and parts of
Fontana — leaving a lot of the county
yet to be worked."
The center is open from 10:00 a.m.
to 8:30 p.m. six days a week, Tuesday
through Sunday.

me feel good," he says, sounding strong
and upbeat. Jane agrees. "It's an intol
erable situation, but all the support
makes it easier."
Velasquez has requested sabbatical
from the organization that has been the
focus of his professional life for over 15
years. He plans to spend time with his
wife and children. Carmen 15, Catarina
12, and GuiUermo 11. Also, along with
reading and resting, he hopes to write a
book that wiU focus on what he expects
will be the future contributions of His
panics to the United States and on the
standards Hispanics should set for
themselves. "A period of introspection
is needed now," he counsels. "We have
been transitioning to power in recent
years and we have to realize the respon
sibility that power brings. It's incum
bent upon us to say how we will use that
power."
He suggests Latinos search them

selves, their past, and recent history, in
order to arrive at a coherent set of ideals
"Articulating that would be a contribu
tion to the democratic process," he be
lieves.
The 10-member SVREP board of
directors meets June 9 to vote on the
sabbatical request of their president. In
the meantime, executive director Andy
Hemandez is acting in Velasquez's
place.
Around the country. Latinos wait
and pray that Willie will win his new
battle, as he has so many others. Doc
tors, Willie says, give him less than a
year to live. "Willie has made a deci
sion to fight as he has with everything
else," says his wife.
As Velasquez himself would say,
"Andale!"
(Darryl Figueroa is a reporter with His
panic Link News Service in Washing
ton, D.C.)

Velasquez, Gent. From Front Page
disuse. And he did it on his feet, in the
neighborhoods, using his endless re
serve of humor and a personal touch
Richard Avena, former Southwestern
Regional Director of the U.S. Commis
sion on Civil Rights, recalls, "Even in
the smallest Southwest towns that I
have visited, the most isolated Latinos
would know Willie. I would ask how
and they would say, "He came here and
asked us to register to vote."
SVREP has constantly fueled the
orts of other civil rights groups to
ensure that Hispanics receive fair politi
cal representation.
The Mexican
American Legal Defense and Educa
tional Fund, for one has filled numerous
lawsuits in response to voter denial and
fraud discovered by SVREP.
SVREP was first organized by Ve
lasquez in 1970 as a two-year project of
the National Council of La Raza. Inks
history, SVREP itself has brought 88

#

cases to trial. One of these is now on
appeal. All others have been success
ful.
Upon hearing of Velasquez's ill
ness, San Antonio residents have been
searching for some way to show their
love and support. A drive was organ
ized by the League fo United Latin
American Citizens to donate blood.
The City Council led its May 19 invo
cation meeting with prayers for him.
At Santa Rosa, letters and flowers
Jdled an entire room.
Jane, who is staying with her hus
band at the hospital, says that calls of
fering prayers, good wishes and
monetary support have been over
whelming. When it was leamed that
Willie would need transportation to
M.D. Anderson, five planes were
made available to him.
Velasquez calls the support his
"therapy." "It's just terrific; it makes
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Estrellas Del Mundo
For Jesse Sepulveda
Despues de dos fallidos intentos,
Jose Luis Rodriguez "El Puma", logrd
presentarse en Guatemala en un concierto a beneficio de la nines Guatemalteca que sugre de luecemia.
"El Puma" habia sido boicoteado en
dos ocasiones anteriores al parecer por
facciones politicas que habian lanzado
bombas lacrimdgenas en el gimnacio
Teodoro Palacio Flores, donde uno de
los anteriores conciertos se habfa
planeado.
La popularidad del cantante Venesolano, se ha visto incrementada gracias
a exibicion en la television Guatemalteca de su Telenovela "Suefio Con
Tigo". Sensacional fud el exito que
Daniela Romo se anotd en el teatro de la
Ciudad, en laciudad de Mdxico, al interpretar para un nutrido publico compuesto en su mayoria por jovenes, las
canciones que la dieron a conocer y

algunos dxitos de su nuevo LP.
Daniela Romo, es en la actualidad la
bladista modema mas popular en el
mercado hispano. En diaz pasados cl
actor y galan del cine americano,
Tony Curtis celebrd su cumpleafios
numero 63, con una gran fiesta a la
cual asistieron grandes personalidades del cine, radio y television.
Otro de los artistas que tambien acaban de celebrar su cumpleanos es
Tom Jones, quien el pasado 7 de
Mayo cumplio 48 afios, y tambien lo
celebrd en grande... El popular grupo
"Los Zelig's", sigue cosechando exitos en el norte del estado de Califor
nia, con su disco senciUo con el sello
Azieca 2000, el cual ya se esta promoviendo fuertemente en Hollister,
CA donde algunas de las estaciones
hispanas ya lo tienen como un buen
pronostico. DichogrupoviajaraaLos

Angeles y San Diego para cumplir
algunos compromisos... Tal pamas de
salud debido a las tremendas parrandas
que sc pone, pues como es sabido no ha
podido quitarse la dependencia del
alcohol y algunas otras drogas que le
han causado tremendos problem as de
salud y algunos graves problemas familiares.
El pasado 6 de Junio, todo mundo se
did cita en el Shandin Hills Jr. High
School Auditorio, para ver y oir el
ultimo concierto del afio escolar 198788 de dicho escuela. Dicho concierto
fue presentado por la entusiasta y dinamica Karen Nelson, maestra de
musica de dicha escuela.
El show empezd a las 7:00 p.m. con
las voces de beUas jovencitas que interpretaron y bailaron beUas can
ciones. Despuds vino a aescena la bella
musica de los jovencitos que se inician

musicalmente, y al final como platillo
fuerte, se obsequid a los ahf presentes con
la magnifica aparicion de los estudiantes
de Banda Abanzada, quienes tocaron
como todos profesionales, hacienda quej
la concurrencia los aplaudiera en varias"'
ocasiones, para al final cerrar el show con
su bonita inteipretacion a 'The Star
Spangled Banner", melodia que interpretaron a la perfeccion y el publico les
aplaudid de pie.
En dste show musical, la maestra de
musica de dicha escuela, Karen Nelson,
se lucio y dejd ver su alta capacidad
musical y su tremendo deseo de ayudar a
la juventud con su educacion musical.
FELICIDADES, KAREN NELSON!
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Que Va A Sucederles A Los Demas Inmigrantes Illegales????
Por Leo Chdvez
El programa de legalizacidn iniciado
a tenor de la Ley de Reforma y Control
de la Inmigracdn de 1986 (siglas en
inglds IRCA® llegd a su fin oficialmente
en este mes. Y ahora, qud?
Regresar^n a sus naciones de origen
los trabaj adores indocumentados y sus
familias que no solicitaron la
legalizacidn? Debena el Servicio de
Inmigracidn y Naturalizacidn dar
comienzo a una recogida en masa?
Estas son preguntas importantes que
formular en esta oportunidad.
Examinemos la primera pregunta.
Como estd ciertamente claro, muchos
inmigrantes indocumentados que Uegaron antes de la fecha de corte del 1 de
Enero, 1982, establecida para la
legalizacidn, no han solicitado al amparo del programa. Quizds si hay un
milldn de personas en esta clasificacidn.
Las razones son muchas: Falta de
informacidn, reglamentos confusos y a
menudo cambiantes, falta de
documentacidn, reglamentos confusos
y a menudo cambiantes, falta de
documentacidn para verificar las ejecutorias de trabajo y el tdrmino de residencia, el costo, el temor y la falta de confianza en el Servicio de Inmigracidn. Aun
otros, quizds si tantos como un milldn y
medio, llegaron despuds del Iro. de
Enero de 1982.
Es seguro que algunos de estos residentes indocumentados regresardn.
Ellos vinieron con la intencidn de ganar
algun dinero y entonces regresar a sus
oatrias. Pero para muchos, el "hogar"
estd ahora donde el empleo, los hijos,
otros parientesyamigossehallan: Aquf

mismo, en los Estados Unidos.
Baso esta conclusidn en 600 entrevistas con mexicanos y centro-americanos indocumentados, efectuadas en
el verano de 1986, inmediatamente
antes de que se promulgara la Ley de
Reforma y Control de la Inmigracidn.
Aunque muchos de los indocu
mentados que Uegaron despuds de la
fecha de corte de 1982 regresar^n a
sus paises despuds de la fecha de corte
de 1982 regresarin a sus pafses
despuds de corto tiempo, especialmente entre los mexicanos, otros
han adelantado mucho en el camino
de llegar a estar entretejidos en la vida
social, cultural y econdmica de esta
nacidn, lo cual es un trdmite que llcva
al asentamiento a largo plazo.
Por ejemplo, el comenzar una familia o traer la familia a este pals da
comienzo al trdmite de arraigo. Delos
entrevistados que llegaron en 1982 o
despuds, la mayor parte tenfan familiares en los Estados Unidos; el 14
porciento de los mexicanos y el 15
porciento de los centro-americanos
tem'an nifios nacidos aquf, que son
ciudadanos
estadounidenses.
Algunos de estos Uegados en fecha relativamente reciente hasta habfan
comprado casas: El 6 porciento de los
mexicanos y el 1 porciento de los
centro-americanos.
No es sorprendente el que muchos
de los entrevistados indocumentados
se vieran a ellos mismos como perso
nas ascntadas, no como migrantes
temporales. Pero aun entre los que
vinieron despuds de la fecha de corte
de 1982, el 41 porciento de los mexi
canos y el 39 porciento de los centroamericanos dijeron que se proponfan

quedarse permanentemente en los Es
tados Unidos. Ellos crefan tambidn
que sus hijos no deseaban regresar (el
83 porciento de los mexicanos y el 73
porciento de los centro-americanos),
un dato que hace que el marcharse
llegue a ser aun mds diffcil.
A pesar de haber venido despuds de
la fecha de corte para el programa de
legalizacidn, es muy improbable el que
estas familias empaquen y se vayan a
casa. Y si los detienen y deportan,
tendrdn muchos estfmulos para regre
sar aquf antes que para abandonar el
acervo social y econdmico que han
edificado durante los afios de su estada.
Pregunta No. 2: Dcberia el Servicio
de Inmigracidn dar comienzo a una re
cogida en masa de inmigrantes indocu
mentados?
Hay un precedente
histdrico para tal accidn. A principios
del decenio de 1930, el gobiemo de
Hoover culpd a los inmigrantes por
aportar a la depresidn econdmica del
pais. Medio milldn de inmigrantes
mexicanos, muchos de ellos con hijos
que eran ciudadanos estadounidadenses, fueron recogidos y devueltos a
Mdxico. El Servicio de Inmigracidn
adoptd una accidn semejante en el de
cenio de 1950, con la "Operacidn Espaladas Mojadas." "Operaciones" en
menor escala han ocurrido desde en
tonces.
Pero todas estas operaciones
palidecen'an en comparacidn con la
gestidnque se necesitana actualmente.
No solamente las cifras son mayores,
sino que las circunstacias han cambiado.
Los inmigrantes indocumentados
de que he tratado aquf como asentados
son primordialmente familias. El

sacar a tales familias exigirfa una
bussqueda impresionante de puerta en
puerta para las madres, los padres y sus
hijos. La imagen^de una tal "operacidn"(
al estilo de la Gestapo serfa enfrentada
con indignacidn por una amplia gama de
ciudadanos estadounidenses que mantienen filosoffas polfticas diversas.
Nuestra larga lucha por los derechos
civiles no solamente ha elevado nuestro
nivel nacional de conciencia sobre tales
asuntos, sino que nos ha dado toda una
nueva generacidn de abogados y activistas comunitarios que son inmigrantes
eUos mismos, o bien hijos e hijas de
inmigrantes.
El perjuicio politico para el gobiemo
y la divisidn que sufrirfa el pais como
resultado de recogidas en masa serfan un
costo demasiado
grande de soportar, especialmente considerando que los asentados indocumen
tados representan solamente quizes el 1
porciento de la poblacidn total.
Todo dsto sugiere que el Congreso no
puede lavarse las manos en el problema
de la inmigracidn. Deben de hacerse,
ajustes para ayudar a aqudllos que se'
hallan atrapados en los dilemas creados
por nuestro gran experimento en materia
de reforma de la inmigracidn.
(El Dr. Leo R. Chavez es profesor
auxiliar en el Departamento de
Antropologla de la Universidad de Cali
fornia, recinto de Urvine.)
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Do you want to be a DEPUTY SHERIFF?
^he SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY SHEIFF'S DEPARTMENT
is looking for qualified men and women who are interested in
joining ±e fastest growing law enforcement agency.
e residents of the largest county in the United States DEPEND on
to provide the finest in law enforcement.
Join the more than 1400 men and women who have made a career
with the San Bernardino County Sheriffs Department.
If you or someone you know is interested in a challenging career as
•e. Deputy Sheriff, now is the time to apply. We want qualified
people who enjoy working with others and who are dedicated to the
law enforcement purpose.

t

For applications and more information, contact:
San Bernardino County Personnel
157 West Fifth Street
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0440
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer

CHILD SUPPORT OFFICER TRAINEE
$1199 TO $1459
Plus $246 to $254 benefit plan
Child Support Officer Trainees determine payment
responsibilities in cases brought to the District
Attorney's Office. Requires 12 units of college
coursework in behavioral sciences and one year of
exp. which included eliciting info, and explaining
rules and regulations in a financial legal or social
service enrironment. An additional year of qualify
ing exp. may be subsituted for the required educa
tion. Trainees must be promoted to Officers ($1650
- $2002) after 6 mos. of satisfactory work perform
ance. Apply by June 24,1988.
San Bernardino County Personnel
157 W. 5th Street
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0440

HELEN PRADO
Executive Counselor
Green Acres Representative
Plot and Funeral Arrangements
at Green Acres, Mountain View
and Montecito Cemetaries
SERVING THE INLAND EMPIRE SINCE 1983

(714) 822-1309

Se Habla Espanol

Save on costs now by pre-arranging for your needs

Gerente de Vendedor necesita un dependiente de carros que sea energico, ambicioso y
bilengue (Ingles/Espanol). O si usted tien
experiencia en otro area, llame y hable con
Sergio Olvera! Sea parte de dependiente de
carros donde commisiones son grandes y
ventas son altas. Aplique:
Tom Flores HYUNDAI
650 Auto Center Drive
San Bernardino • (714) 884-5506

Award winning Sales Manager needs experi
enced car sales people who are bilingual
(English/Spanish). If you have sales experi
ence in another field, or if you are an individ
ual who is outgoing, energetic and ambitious
come in and talk with Sergio Olvera! Join
the hottest car sales team in town where
commissions are big and sales are up! Apply
Tom Flores HYUNDAI
650 Auto Center Dr.
San Bernardino • (714) 884-5506

ARROWVIEW

CHIROPRACTIC GROUP
DR. AUGUSTINE AMERIGO
DR. ROBERT M. DE LUCA

SPECIALIZING IN
' COMPLETE X-RAY & PHYSI
GAL THERAPY FACILITIES
^ MOST INSURANCE PLANS
ACCEPTED

SE HABLA ESPANOL

INDUSTRIAL INJURIES
WORKERS COMP.
DISABILITY EVALUATION
ACCIDENT INJURIES
GENERAL PRACTICE
CLASS 1 PHYSICALS

980 NORTH "D" STREET, SAN BERNARDINO

884-1277

INLAND EMPIRE HISPANIC NEWS
Subscription Order Form
719 N. "D" Street , San Bernardino, CA 92401
(714) 381-6259
I would like to start receiving the INLAND EMPIRE
HISPANIC NEWS. Please bill me for the following
subscription:
1 year
6 months
3 months
Please bill me
Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone

$15.00
9.00
5.00

Enclosed is my check for $_
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San Juan, cont. from P. 7
stores were built and more towns were
beginng to spring up. Everything was
in abundance.
That good harvest year, the priests
with the help of the Friars, and the
Indians labor built a grease tree. This
was done in the back part of the garri
son. There was an empty place there
big enough for the festival.
The Grease Tree was thirty feet tall.
It would take six men at five feet tall or
five men at six feet tall to reach the top.
The tree was greased from top to bot
tom. At the top they would put an arc
to tie various items. These items were
sometimes a live chicken tied by the
legs, a bottle of rum at each side, a few
pesos, and sometimes a ham. This was
the price that those men that climbed it
would share. Those that would climb
the grease tree had to wear a bathing
suit or short pants. That was all that
was allowed to wear to climb the tree.
Between the Indians and the priests
they had also built a round corral. They
put sand inside so no one would get
hurt. During the festival they would
put a greased pig inside. One man was
allowed to try and catch it.
They would aUow him some time to
catch it, if the time was up, they would
ring a beU, and someone else would
try. Whoever caught the pig, that man
would win a prize. Every time they had
a different prize.
At night they would begin the fireworics, and this was done not far from
the Governor's resident.
It was at this festival that the change
came. On San Juan Day the priest
began mass very early in the morning.
After the morning Mass they went to

the Beach where the Spaniards and the
Indians were bathing. There the Indians
and some of the Spaniards lined up to be
baptized. "I baptize you in the name of
San Juan Bautista " the priest would
say. The Indians to learn it began to
repeat it, and soon those words took
hold of the people all over the Island. It
kept on every year, and every one
looked forward to the San Juan Day
Festival. From there on they call it
"Fiesta de San Juan". Finally the festi
val came to be known "Fiesta de San
Juan" That name stuck to this day.
Also in various town they had other
festivals with other different names and
they would build a grease tree and round
corral for the grease pig.
Since that time, San Juan Day has
become a tradition in Puerto Rico. That
is why wherever the Puerto Ricans live
or go, they celebrate San Juan Day, but
it has to be near the water. The food
must consist of root vegetables and a
barbecue pig for more enjoyment.
This is a historical event of how the
fiesta San Juan De Puerto Rico came
into being.

Menudo Cookoff Contest
Sunday, June 26

The San Bernardino Gents organization and the Asociacion Charros De Riverside once again join together to
bring the Annual Menudo Cookoff Contest to the San
Bernardino/Riverside area.
The event is sponsored by Inland Beverage Company
and is being held June 26,1988, at the Lienzo, 12102 S.
Riverside Avenue in Colton. The event begins at 7 a.m.
and ends at 9 p.m. The program includes entertainment,
Mariachis, food, refreshments, dancing, charreada, box
ing and much more. Judging for the Menudo Cookoff
Contest is scheduled from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Everyone is invited. Donation is $3 per adult and
children under 48 inches tall go in free. For more infor
mation call (714) 793-1206.

Written by Luis E. Cuevas-Cardoza

CALIFORNIA
CONSERVATION CORPS
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ARE YOU 18 TO 23 YEARS OF
AGE AND LOOKING FOR A JOB?

Call us and compare'
"Se Habia Espanol"

Dan Gomez • Ruben S. Vasquez
1898 N. Arrowhead Avenue
San Bernardino, CA 92405
(Corner of 19lh & Arrowhead)
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HOME • CAR • LIFE • BUSINESS • BOAT • RVs

Leave it to Ttie Good Hands People

JOIN THE C.C.C. AND EARN $580
PER MONTH PLUS BENEFITS
OBTAIN YOUR G.E.D. OR EARN
COLLEGE CREDITS
WOMEN ENCOURAGED TO APPLY

Sepulveda Enterprises Presents

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

SAB ADO 18 de Junio de 88
en

California Conservation Corps

GRAN BAILAZO
EL RANCHO RODRIGUEZ

775 9th St • San Bernardino
GRAN MANO A MANO ENTRE

GRUPO ILUMINACION
GRUPO HERWDERO M

Compitiendo por el trofeo a el mejor grupo del 88

State of California

Call (714) 862-3600

P.O. Box 601
Patton, California 92369
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